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Majority of Elderly Recipients Rely on
Social Security for Most of Their Income

Study breaks out data by state, age, race, and gender

Nationally, the median elderly Social Security recipients, age 65 and over, rely on Social Security
for two-thirds of their income, according to a new study released today by the Economic Policy
Institute. The study, co-authored by Michael Ettlinger, director of the Economic Analysis and
Research Network (EARN) and EPI economist Jeff Chapman, shows the degree to which elderly
recipients rely on Social Security, broken down by state, race, and sex.

The findings illustrate how the high reliance on Social Security by elderly cuts across boundaries
of sex, race, or state of residence. Almost two-thirds of the elderly recipients (over 15 million
individuals and couples) rely on Social Security for a half or more of their income and a third
rely on it for 90 percent or more of their income.

“The reliance of the elderly on Social Security is likely to be just as great in the future, and cuts
in their benefits would sharply reduce their standard of living,” said co-author Michael Ettlinger.

Replacing the current system’s prescribed benefit levels with a system that is susceptible to risks
inherent in private stock market investment returns would have a significant impact on the
quality of life for those who do not secure the best-performing investments.

“The majority of the current elderly could ill-afford such a gamble,” said co-author Jeff
Chapman. “For the elderly of the future, ending up on the losing side of this bet would have a
devastating impact on their quality of life.”

EPI has attached a list of state-level research organizations for information on Social Security
reliance in specific states.
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STATE-LEVEL CONTACTS FOR ELDERLY RELIANCE ON SOCIAL SECURITY

ARIZONA

Joel Foster

Arizona Leadership Institute
2701 N. 16th St. Suite 110
Phoenix, AZ 85006
602-279-5263 (0)
602-326-8748 (c)
joel@azleadership.org

CALIFORNIA

Jean Ross

California Budget Project
921 11th Street, Suite 502
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916)444-0500

jross@chbp.org

COLORADO

Rich Jones

Director of Policy and Research
The Bell Policy Center

1801 Broadway, Suite 280
Denver, CO 80202
303-297-0456
jones@thebell.org

FLORIDA

Bruce Nissen

Research Institute on Social and Economic
Policy (RISEP)

Florida International University

LC 311, University Park

Miami, FL 33199

(305) 348-2616 or 954-985-3935
nissenb@fiu.edu

ILLINOIS

Chrissy Mancini

Center for Tax and Budget Accountability
70 E. Lake Street, Suite 1700

Chicago, IL 60601

312-332-1481

ascarsella@ctbaonline.org

INDIANA

Charles R. Warren, Ph.D.

Indiana Institute for Working Families
Indiana Coalition on Housing and Homeless
Issues

324 W. Morris Street

Indianapolis, IN 46225

317-570-0808 or 317-636-8819
chazwarr@insightbb.com

MAINE

Christopher St.John

Maine Center for Economic Policy
124 Sewall St.

Augusta ME 04332
mecep@mecep.org

207 622-7381 (0)

207-441-2694 (c)

MINNESOTA

Kris Jacobs or Kevin Ristau
JOBS NOW Coalition

400 Selby Avenue

Blair Arcade West, Suite Q

St. Paul, MN 55102-4520
651-290-0240
kjacobs@jobsnowcoalition.org

NEW MEXICO

Gerry Bradley

New Mexico Voices for Children
2340 Alamo S.E. Suite 120
Albuquerque, NM 87106
505-244-9505x23
Gbradley@nmvoices.org

NEW JERSEY

Jon Shure

New Jersey Policy Perspectives
145 W. Hanover Street
Trenton, NJ 08618
609-393-1145 x2
shure@njpp.org
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NEW YORK

Upstate office:

Trudi Renwick

Fiscal Policy Institute
One Lear Jet Lane
Latham, NY 12110
518-786-3156
Renwick@fiscalpolicy.org

Downstate office:

David Dyssegaard Kallick
Fiscal Policy Institute

80 West End Ave, 5™ floor
New York, NY 10023
(212) 721-7164
ddkallick@fiscalpolicy.org

OHIO

Pam Rosado

Policy Matters Ohio

2912 Euclid Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44115
216/931-9922 (0)
prosado@policymattersohio.org

OREGON

Charles Sheketoff

Oregon Center for Public Policy
204 N. First, Suite C

Silverton, OR 97381-0007
503-873-1201, ext 331 (0)
503-507-5631 (c)
csheketoff@ocpp.org

RHODE ISLAND

Ellen Frank

Poverty Institute

Rhode Island College School of Social
Work

600 Mt. Pleasant Avenue

Providence, Rl 02908

401-456-2752

efrank@ric.edu

TEXAS

Don Baylor

Center for Public Policy Priorities
900 Lydia Street

Austin, TX 78702

512-320-0222 X108 (0)
512-791-8213 (c)
baylor@cppp.org

WISCONSIN

Tami Friedman

Center on Wisconsin Strategy, UW Madison
1180 Observatory Drive, #7122

Madison WI 53706-1393

608-262-5387

tfriedma@cows.org
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